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Board of Trustees – Sally Soden resigned in February for health reasons and John Garrah in October after both serviced for many year. Rodney Brown did not wish to run for re-election in April.
For his year of service Robert Knash's name was added to the Society’s Significant Contributoss plaque which hangs in the main museum's foyer. 
Buildings & Grounds – Skip Hillier, Chairman

McKissick Associates were retained to develop a set of construction drawings for the main museum/library addition and several meetings with the same were held. The advertising for contractors led to only one serious inquiry by Charles W. Grimm Construction, Inc. of Waymart. A storm water management plan was begun by Stephen J. Knash, consulting engineer.
The State required Phase 1 Archeological Survey, of our main museum's parking lot and the area of construction, was completed on April 12th by PAN Cultural Associates, Inc. Three trenches were machine excavated in which canal era wood beams and possibly the edge of canal prism were documented. 

Collections Committee - Marjorie Murphy, Chairperson

141 new accessions were received and processed via computer using PastPerfect software. These included:

Pat Andres - 4 ledgers: Thomas Starkweather's Hotel (12/16/1828 -6/11/1829); blacksmith's account book (10/3/1831-6/10/1842); retail business account book (12/1850-12/1851); James Manning's cash book (7/1831-7/1833); papers of Jackson Woodward; Frank Stegner's stock certificate from Wayne County Oil Co., White Mills, PA.; &  misc. papers

Katherine Bailey - booklet: Picturesque Wayne, Vol. II, 1905 

Peter Becker - copies of 2 photos of Jennie Brownscombe in 1936

Lorraine & Charles Bentley - booklet: Mining & Preparation of Anthracite, City Coal Co., Honesdale; postcards; Lemnitzer Day button; advertising memorabilia; & news clippings

June M. Berry - copy of T.B.Clark's letter to sister Jane on Hatch & Clark- company letterhead, May 14, 1884

Ron Brill - 4 photos of employees, truck & building of Weeks Lumber Yard; two quilts; two oriental rugs; pitch fork; computer stand; & various antique metal kitchen tools


Mike Brauser – Antique Bottle & Glass Collector, March 2005, magazine article entitle: The Glass Works of Wayne County Pennsylvania

Carol & Scott Brown - book: Descendants of Gabriel Scot Brown, compiled by donor’s son 

Bulldog Maintenance Co., Inc. – exterior window cleaning of main museum

Karen Burlein - 2 white cotton nurse's smocks


Jane Cable – child’s cup from the Cable family

Center for Anti-Slavery Studies - $500 in thanks for research assistance

Benjamin Coleman – 3 volumes of The Hulce/Hulse Families in America

Julia & Terry Crowder - copies of 6 US Patients issued to J.S., J.J., & A.E. O’Connor

Margaret Crum – photo of Vine Hill Church with John Stephens and his team of horses in foreground

Howard Day - signature quilt, two Wayne County postcards, & a scrapbook

Shirley Stevenson Dierolf- signature quilt, child's coat, skirt, and petticoat made by Emily Eliza Douglass (great great grandmother of donor)

deWit Media Group - framed poster of the 150th anniversary of the Stourbridge Lion

Sandra Dillmuth - 3 photos of swearing in of Sheriff L. Alton Bonear, news clip, & certificate of the same
  

Edward R. Dix - booklet: Honesdale High School Class of 1939
Class Reunion, October
2, 2004

Carol Dunn - identified photo of HHS Class of 1935, 18 postcards of Wayne County

Juan Espino - copy of the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation 

Betty Falk - Joseph Bodie, Jr's. sheet music In Dear Old Wayne
Rev. Michael Fill - mantle clock made by William L. Gilbert Clock Co. 

Tom Fives - indexing obituaries

George J. Fluhr - transcriptions of donor's speeches given at Zane Grey Days, July 16-17, 2005 RE Boarding Houses along the upper Delaware River & July 23, 2005 at reception for NPS Director Fran Mainella entitled, What is Special About the, Upper Delaware; photo copies of a portion of the book: The Search for Lost America, The Mysteries of the Stone Ruins, by M. Trento; and booklet by donor, A Generation of Suffering of the Upper Delaware Frontier, 1742-178, copy of the Von Storch Chronicle
Francis & Martha Franco - monetary donation in honor of Tom Howell

Gail Frisbie - Hawley High School, Class of 1894 program; ledger page from Sept. 30, 1908, of the Hawley Glass Co. 

John Garrah - 1864 photo of Harry Roberts; 1893 Ayer's American Almanac

Peggy Murray Gartland - 10 copies of The Murray History, 1788-1935 reprints 

Mary & Conal Gillespie - gravity railroad car model

Richard Gilligan - silver plate hammerhead made by William Hurley

Gail Goodenough - 3 books: Teacher's Monthly Reports for Hoadley School, Sept. 1897 to April 1906; Middle Valley then Clemo School, Sept. 1881 to 1890; Teacher's Record of Text Books & Supplies for Clarks School No. 2 (Cherry Ridge District), Sept. 1893 to Sept. 1897

Jane Black Grebe - The Hugh Black Family Genealogy & History, 2002, by donor

Greene Township Historical Society - booklets: Greene Township, An Illustrated Historic Survey and Dreher Township, An Illustrated Historic Survey
James Ham - monetary donation for general operating expenses

Donald L. Hand - 115 Hand family letters (with many envelopes) primarily written by William Jackson Hand during his Civil War military service & CD of the same

Robert W. Hand - book: Genealogy of the Hand Family and Related Families, by Dorothy Hand Dymond Dorothy Hawley - 3-ring binder: Rileyville School Days, by Donna Eldred

Sally Heath - two photos & 1925 Brundage reunion article

Howard Heckler - kitchen cupboard from the Shutkufski farm house, Ledgedale

Highlights for Children - book: The Children of Mother Murray's Mansion, The Memories of Margaret Murray Gartland for library and case to sell in shop

Estate of Naomi Highhouse - 3 pairs of wire rim eye glasses, photos of the flood of 1942, booklets: Palmer Writing Method & 125th Anniversary History of Protection Engine Co. No. 3; Qlaf Highhouse letterhead; & Katz license plate
 

Opal Hocker - booklets: Dedication, Stourbridge Elementary School, 1965 & Merchants, Tradesmen and Manufacturers Financial
 Condition for Wayne County PA; 1929; O.T Chambers, Pharmacist, Honesdale, PA glass bottle 

Joe Hook – F & M Bank pouch; Jadwin Rx bottle; C.F. Spencer & Co. Jewelers box; Honesdale Fire Police badge; Gurney Electric Elevator Co. tool check; National Defense 1940 maneuvers badge; 3 wooden boxes (A & P Tea Co., Honesdale; The Murray Co.; and blank); Clover Leaf Co. aluminum bobbins; two steel boxes containing copper & steel rivets with two steel rivet; sample of 2 riveted plates; took 25 color photos of Towpath to Trail Project's workday on June 4. 2005, Stalker Church, 2006 HNB/WCHS calendar sites and opening of 2005's new exhibits; photo of a group of grand children of William & Anna Williams 

Marge Hook - researched & wrote text for 2006 HNBIWCHS calendar; June 2005 issue Country Living magazine's "Designing Woman" article which illustrates the Meszler's Beech Grove Road, Honesdale house

James & Helen Humphreys - monetary donation in memory of Edward Rickard 

Millie Kellam - family card sheet & chart of John Brill, Sr. & Anna Elizabeth Lohr 

Clara M. Kelly - donor's wedding dress with veil, crinoline, & garter, two photos of donor in dress, The Scranton Tribune news clipping of the 1952 wedding, six Wayne Choralaires programs starting in 1984, four local political buttons, pair of lace sleeves, nail from the Irving Cliff Hotel

John Keyes - 3 photos of 1955 flood in Newfoundland

Gail Kinzinger - book: Rules of Court in Wayne County, 1933
 

Robert Knash - museum's exterior holiday decorating, NY Times, June 3; 2005 article about. Hawley, PA

Robert & "Grower" Knash - trimming of main museum's shrubs

Richard Kreitner - Wayne County Heritage Trail court house square guide for St. Vincent & Lakeside Schools, chairman of the Old Stone Jail Project

Bernadine Lennon - two color post cards of Panther Lake, Wayne County

Barbara Lewis - book: Connecticut, monetary donation in memory of Grace Lambert 

Ralph Liberto - DVD: The Glass Cottages of White Mills, written & produced by donor 

Joseph Lindner - metal keystone shaped bridge sign which was on Rt. 652 and Peggy Runway Road, Berlin Township until replaced in 1980

Joan Litzenbaur - assist Treasurer with computerizing financial records
Litzenbauer Enterprises - snow plowing of parking lot

Hank Loftus - 4 group photos including Dorothy Yeager Miller; 2 photos: Waymart Basketball Team, 1938 & Lake Ariel VFW Post 1391; D & H C Co. 182 voucher; Jacob Hermance Freight Line bill, 1864; photocopy of the book: History of the Diocese of Scranton 

Bill Mamber - repair of coal gondola model, scanning of Photo Archives, & construction of dress forms

Stephen Marder -- copies of his book, Scranton to Cadosia for retail sales 

John & Marjorie Marshall - Christmas tree

Nancy Martone - signed photo of Gen. Lyman Lemnitzer

Jack McCullough - stereo photo of man planting trout in Wayne County

Bernard McGinnis - copy of donor's L1S Navy Service Log (11/411942 to 1117/1946) photos & map from the same, Navy reports from the same, and biographical information; I 1 color photos of Towpath to Trail Project property Aug. 2005 

Bob Mermell - various documents RE the 1984 attempt to establish a rail & canal museum in Hawley & reel to reel tapes RE Honesdale's 150th anniversary celebration; interviews with Vernon Leslie & John Weidner on the same; interviews with Gen. Lemnitzer on July, 4, 1980, July 15, 1981, July 15, 1983, Aug. 17, 1984, & Sept. 6, 1985

Bob & Jet Mermell - weekly winding of the main museum's clocks; two farm building equipment booklets, 1951 & 1953


Jesse & Peter Mermell - monetary donation in honor or their parent's (Jet & Bob Mermell) 34th anniversary

Mihalik's Snow Removal - January snow removal from main museum
 

Minisink Valley Area Museum - photocopy of original and retyped Specifications for Building Canal Boats for the D & H Canal, circa 1858, with glossary
Fred Murray - 79 photos, catalogs, history & birthday programs, Oak parlor stove, 1945 map - all-relating to Murray Co.; two W W II Civil Defense records; and "Save City Hall" bumper sticker

National Museum of Women in the Arts - list compiled by Florence Hazzard; research records of donor on the Interior Scene; copies of various other sources all RE Jennie Brownscombe's works of art

Ann O'Hara - copy of 1852 State Senate Bill incorporating Waynesville; 3 post cards; photos of Aug. 8, 2004 symposium; CD: Family Tree Maker's Family Archives, Immigration Records: Dutch in America, 1800's; 4 Wayne County post cards, book: The Great Migration, Immigrants to New England, 1634-1635, Vol. IV, I-L 

Peter Osborne - script for When Bluestone Was King slide show by Jon lnners & donor; bibliography for the same 

Linda IIoff Palmer - quilt made by Bethany Lady's Aid group handmade about 1942

Kenneth Parks - book: The Beginners Guide to Using Tax Lists, by Cornelius Carroll
'

Anna Poltanis - wooden embroidery stretcher frame owned by Mrs. William Bennett used for chair seat size needlepoint work 

Judy Poltanis - oral histories from Dee & Rev. Chaffee taken by donor; computer software: Family Tree Maker, Version 9; newsletter editor

Janie & William Reif - digital & hard copy prints of five paintings by Carolina Franco 

Sharon Robinson - transcribing of oral histories

Doris Rogers - write up of how women have beautified Honesdale since 1876 

Paula Roos - antique metal lawn rake

Martha Sader - various papers and photos of HHS, Class of 1918 reunions kept by Edward Freeman (class member) 

Robert Brodhead Savage -- American Empire style bureau

Joanne Seiler - program: Wallenpaupack High School Commencement 1966 & compiling census data

Ron & Fern Skoog - booklet: A Mayflower Connection, Thought 4 Generations of Wayne County, PA Resident, by donor

Sally Soden - photo of Bethany Village, oral history tapes & transcriptions from Irma Kimble Simons, Margaret Murray Gartland, William & Paula Roos, J. Thomas Fives & Irma Simons


David Soete - recent photo of Jennie Brownscombe's birthplace on a holiday card & digital photos of J.B.'s film debut

Bethany Stachowiak - organizing bound manuscript 


Robert Stahr, Jr. - booklet written by donor: Dugout Canoes


Mimi Steffen - monetary donations in memory of Marian Roe Murray & Anne Doderty Murphy, oral history given by Helen Frisbie Franc taken by donor

Jon & Kathryn Sternburg - 23 photos taken in 1981, 1948 landscape design & two related letters, 13 wallpaper samples, all for 1500 N. Main Street, Honesdale

St. Clair Graphics - prep for the reprinting of Beer's 1872 map of Honesdale 

Paul Talaga -- web master

Varcoe Printing - printing of 400 pledge cards for Capital Campaign 

Frank & Helen Ward - wooden washing machine

Harold Weg - bumper sticker: Stourbridge Lion, Sesquicentennial, Sept. 1919

Nancy Wells - print and CD of a 1915 post card photo of Damascus Post Office now 1809 Cochecton Turnpike
 .

Selina Wicker - book: National Grange Choir (hymn book), 1888


Wayne County Genealogy Group - book: The Pilgrim Migration, by Robert Anderson; CD: The New York Genealogical & Biographical Records, Disc. 5, 1940-1960, 13 CD set: Immigration, New York Passenger Lists, Arrival Years, 1850-1891
Woman's Club of Honesdale - $250 for General Operating expenses

Michele DeBlasi & Greg Smith - wooden ladder with track from Smith's Shoe Store, 613 Main Street, Honesdale 

Ed Rickard & Tom Atkinson - grass mowing on Towpath to Trail Project property

Kay Crandell & Margaret Gaardsmoe - library clerical work

Carol & Bill Dunn, Skip, Bob Knash & Sally Talaga - emptied most of the storage shed of its contents Jean Morse & Catherine Park Greenham - monetary donations

Paulette Dukerich, Deborah Gumble & Mary Good - photos of Prompton Dam being built, Irving Cliffs Christmas star & Easter cross, Honesdale's railroad turntable, remains of Lummus Co. grounds, St. John RC Church, view from Irving Cliff wooden box of flexible film negatives; wooden box of "Callaways”, 59 glass negatives; mounted copper plate used to print SL postcards; and various paper items including Robert & Rita Soete family dates

C.R. Britton & John Pepper - metal welding for Bethel School
Burton Henry & Bill Dunn - Bethel School furniture repair

Roxanne Smith & Carol Dunn - refreshment for Bethel School's June 5th open house 

Mary Thuman & Jean Dewer - Bethel School's Quilt Trunk program on June 5th 

Elizabeth Dennis, Carol Henry Dunn, Sarah George, Schulyer Grant - assisted with preparation of bridal gown exhibit 

Elaine Hillier, MirIam Kollinger, & Gail Schell - loaned bridal gowns for same

Ann Nocera & William Tiel -loaned dress forms for same

Bethel School spring clean up - Carol Dunn, Mary Kipp, Dorothy Keif, & Ann Schweighofer, (neighbor Valerie Dix provided electricity)

Bethel School docent volunteers - Co Chairs Carol Dunn & Ann Schweighofer, Dorothy Kieff, Patricia Spoor, Maureen Kjetsaa 

Farm Museum docents during 2005 W.C. Fair- Clifford Ammerman, Ernest & Doris Cook, Betty Dennis, Geralyn Diamond, Carol Dunn, Thomas Fives, Arleen Hawker, Harold & Dorothy Hawley, Joe & Marge Hook, Dorothy Kieff, Mary Kipp, Marilyn Kneland, Heinz & Magdaline Krause, Janet Loring Gloria McCullough, William & Joyce Morgan, Ann O'Hara, Jeanne Petta, Judy Poltanis, Doris & Bill Rogers, Herman Rutsch, Alice Scott, Floyd Schnakenberg, Don & Marlene Smith, Kay Stephenson, Mark & Dot Zimmer 

Holiday Open House 2005 refreshments- Ron Brill, Lois Brown, Carol Dunn, Betty Dennis, Elaine Hillier, Joe Kneller, Bob Knash, Linda Lee, Linda Malakin, Gloria McCullough, Ann O'Hara, Jeanne Petta, Judy Poltanis, Alice Scott, Roxanne Smith, Sally Soden, Betty Sweeny & Friends of Wayne County Public Library, & Wayne Wilcha

Newsletter mailing - Judy Poltanis, Joanne Seiler, Mimi Steffen, Tom Howell, Ann O'Hara, Gloria McCullough, Bob Knash, Alice Clevers, Kay Stephenson, Gloria McCullough, Larry Domonkos, & Sally Soden

Old Stone Jail volunteers - Chairperson Dick Kreitner, Floyd Schnakenberg, Rose & Bethany Stachowiak, Jim Bader, Roxanne Smith, Ann O'Hara, David Edwards Katy, Kim & Michael Fisch

Refreshments for New Exhibit Opening - Day's Bakery, Elizabeth Dennis, Carol Dunn, Fran Gruber, Bob Knash, Linda Lee, Linda Malakin, Gloria McCullough, Ann O'Hara, Ann Schweighofer, Sally Soden, Margaret Steffen, Wayne Wilcha

Secret Gardens Tour 2005 volunteers - Lois Brown, Doris Cook, Betty Dennis, Arlene Hawker, Harold & Dorothy Hawley, Marge Hook, Janet Loring, Linda Malakin, Kathryn Meagher, Peggy Murphy, Gloria McCullough, Ann O'Hara, Dolly Schlieff, Alice Scott, Jo Ann Seiler, Sally Soden, & Wayne Wilcha.

Towpath to Trail project volunteers - Richard Anke, Tom Atkinson, Frank Barger, Ben Coleman, Dan Corcoran Jr., Dan A. Corcoran Sr., Sarah & Thomas Dein, David Edwards, Grant Genzlinger, Louise Gruber, Kay Heberling, Harold Kimble, Heinz Krause, Joseph Lindner, William McAllister, Rolf Moeller, Edward W. Rickard, Barbara Smyth, Joseph Verrastro Jr., Alex & Nolan Mattson, & Pauline Norman

Lakeside School's Wayne County Heritage Trail volunteers - George Box, Joe & Marge Hook, Richard Kreitner, Barbara Lewis, Kathryn Meagher, Paula Roos, Sally & Ab Rutherford, Dolly Schleiff, Dorothea Szczesniak & Pip Tagle

Education Committee – Carol Dunn & Ann Schweighofer, Co-Chairpersons
For the eighth year the Society organized the Wayne County Heritage Trail project in which 194 fourth graders of Lakeside School visited eight county interpreted historic sites in two days. A Wayne Highlands School District eighth grade class taught by Dave Wacker and Jennifer O’Day in the fall semester was docents at the sites after doing original research and preparing curriculum materials. Many volunteers again made this project possible. 170 student form St. Vincent’s School also experienced the heritage trail for the first time
The Education Committee continued its efforts to offer historical programs that educate both the general public and local school students in 2005.  
Education Committee Chairperson Sally Soden stepped down from that position in early 2005. The programs Sally helped to initiate during her tenure include the Wayne County Heritage Trail and the Bethel School Open Houses. 
Farm Museum Committee – Linda Dix Lee, Chairperson
The J. B. Park Farm Museum continued to attract visitors from far and wide at the 2005 Wayne County Fair.  Museum attendance totaled 3,495, an increase of 736 over the 2004 fair and the largest attendance since 1999.  The opening night awards ceremony attracted 125 onlookers.  The Dave Williams Show inside the museum continues to educate and entertain groups of people interested in learning about farming in the past.

 The 2005 People Who Make a Difference in Wayne County Agriculture award was presented to two worthy recipients, Marian Schweighofer of Damascus Township and Dr. Henry Nebzydoski of Pleasant Mount.  Both awardees are tireless advocates for agriculture in Wayne County.  Marian is a 4-H leader and activist both in community and conservation efforts. Dr. Nebzydoski serves agriculture through his veterinary practice and volunteerism in 4-H clubs and the Wayne county Junior Livestock sale.  Recognition included an awards ceremony and display at the Farm Museum during Fair week and an award at the annual fall dinner.

The J. B. Park Farm Museum was once again included on the Wayne County Heritage Trail.

Finance Committee – Robert Knash, Chairman

As required by law David Winkelblech, CPA reviewed the Society’s 2004’s financial records.

Endowment Account – 2005’s interest of $3,865.89 will be transferred to the 2005 Addition Account. By year’s end the fair market value of the fund was $180,957.08 a 33% increase from last year.  

2005 Addition Account – By year’s end fair market value was $401,618.97 a 41% increase from last year.  

Grants received (not mentioned elsewhere in this report) – A $10,000 county appropriation was matched by a $10,000 General Operating Support Grant from the Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission. 

Fund Raising Committee – Wayne Wilcha, Chairman

This committee continued in its fifth year of fund raising to build an addition to the main museum/library. Business and individuals donated a total of $27,750 and $35,265 respectively. In addition, the following foundations contributed a total of $7,400:
IBM International, David Katz, John & Helen Villaume, and Wal-Mart
The following businesses & organizations:

A&B Homes, Inc., AAA North Penn, Apple Day Spa & Salon, B&B Dodge, BMG Fastener Co., Citizens Savings Bank, Clearfield Farms, David Dulay Homes, David F. Phillips-Builder, Deluxe Corporation, Edw. J. Schwarz, Inc, Elan Financial, Elegante Restaurant, Erhardt Inc., Freedom Lodge #88 IOOF, Friedman Electric Supply Co., Harleysville National Bank & Trust Co., Highhouse Oil Company,  Highlights for Children, Honesdale Consolidated Water Co., Honesdale National Bank, Hospitality Products & Service, Inc., Olsommer-Clarke Insurance Group, Inc., Owl Chrysler-Jeep, Inc., Parente Randolph, LLC, PPL Corp, Rodgers-Olver-Polley, Inc., Shields Business Solutions, Stephens Pharmacy & Northeast Med-Equip, Sungard Trust Systems Inc., Source One, The Settlers Inn,  Top Notch Distributers, Vail's Fitness Center, Wayne Bank, Wayne County Ford, and Woodloch Pines Inc.
The following individuals: 
Jean Anke, , Charles & Lorraine Bentley, Steven & Susan Bleier, John Bonham, Robert Boyd, Ron Brill, Jean Marks Brodrick, Kent Brown, Dr. Rodney Brown, Dr. & Mrs. John Burlein, Charles Butera, Fred Butler, Jane Treat Cable, Bruce & Marl Campbell, Maureen Crane, Bruce Dein, Jean Dennhardt, Patricia DuCharme, Barbara & David Edwards, , Atty. Christopher Farrell, Frances Fitzpatrick, Martha & Francis Franco, Barbara Freeman, Margaret Freeman, John Frei, Gail Frisbie, Forrest Gager Jr., Margaret Murray Gartland, Sal & Judy Giglio, Albert Glover, John & Beth Gruber, Dr. Walter Hauck, Arlene Hawker, Louise & Gordon Hawley, Robert Hessling, Harry & Elaine Hillier, Laura Hoar,  Richard & Elizabeth Hooper,  Herman Huber, John Jubinsky, Dorothy Kalinowski, Janette Kammeier, Harry Kilpatrick, Marilyn Kneeland, Robert Kramer, Dick & Mimi Kreitner, Martin & Linda Kurdt, Lewis & Linda Lee, Nelson Leet, Bernadine Lennon, Shirley Leslie, S. Jay Levy, Barbara Lewis, Catherine Liptak, Joan Lonsdorf, Earl & Susan Lory, Ida Leet Lucas, Bruce & Carolyn Mackle, Carol Ann MacMaster, Bill & Evelyn Mamber, Bernard McGinnis, Bob & Jet Mermell, Constance Peterson Millian, Rolf Moeller, Peggy Murphy, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Murray, Eugene Nollan, Beverly Erk Olver, Dorothy Orth, Jacob Pensyl, Nelson Alfast Plain, Tom Pohle, Judy Poltanis,  Emily Pratt, Susan Puett, Alfred Reeser, Bill & Janie Reif, David & Bonnie Reining, Glynn Reynolds, Russell Ridd, Richard & Jeannette Riefler, Mrs. William Roos, John Rude, Ab & Sally Rutherford, Christine San Jose, Deloris Schenck, Donald Schroeder, Sanora Schultz, Jo Ann Seiler, Joan Skutka, Robert & Elizabeth Sly,  Sue Spuhler, Mimi Steffen, Ev & Ed Stegner, Robert Stovall,  Alvin & Nancy Swingle, Mary Jane Tarr,  Rev. & Mrs. Walter Ungerer, Barbara VanGorder, Jane Varcoe, Pamela Vetere, Nancy Vocci, , Ruth Weinger, Wayne & Maria Wilcha, George Williams Jr., Elizabeth Wilson, David Wright, David Yamialkowski,  and Robert Zabady 
The Secret Garden Tour chaired by Jeanne Petta raised $580, and the sale of William Amptman’s book, Wayne County, PA: Historic Buildings and the Rural Landscape chaired by Juan Espino continue to raise funds for the 2005 Addition Fund.

Historic Preservation – Juan Espino, Chairperson
In its thirteenth year, the Historic Preservation Awards program recognized the following projects/individuals:   

Cynthia & Irvin Williams for renovations of 622 Church Street, Honesdale  - Morning Glory – The Cottage
Cindy & Terry Smith for preservation of the Edward O. Hamlin House, 1422 N. Main Street, Honesdale
 
Library Committee - Ann O’Hara, Chairperson
The Library Committee has been working on new configurations/procedures when the new addition to the museum/library is complete.  The Research Library welcomed 354 visitors in 2005, most of them genealogists but also journalists, historians and representatives of government. Librarian Gloria McCullough also provided research by mail to 40 researchers. Members of the Society’s Speakers Bureau made good use of the facility, researching a wide variety of topics. The Genealogy Group completed its ninth year and averaged more than 14 researchers at meetings. The group held one Cemetery Crawl and donated several genealogy books and CDs.

This year’s The Weekly Almanac newspapers were microfilmed. Microfilm of 2005’s The Wayne Independent newspaper was purchased.

Membership Committee –
There were 56 new individual and 21 new business members. 

The following members donated a total of $2,625 beyond their annual dues for general operating expenses: 

Richard Adams, Edward Barnes, Richard & Carole Barrett, Elizabeth Baumann, Gary & Jean Beilman, William Burgemeister, Edwin & Lorraine Calkin, James Cawley, Edward & Dorothy Dix, Martha & Francis Franco, Grant & Jeanne Genzlinger, Mary Goldfeder, John J. Gumpper, Harold & Dorothy Hawley, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Hessling, Sandra Highouse, Corinne Hoexter, Norman Jr. & Mary Jane Hosler, Mary Kipp, Joseph & Carol Kneller, Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth Kreitner, Nelson Leet, Barbara Leo, Paul & Catherine Liptak,  William Mamber, Jack Martin, Mary Ellen & Raymond Morgan, William Murray, Ed & Lu Perantoni, Peter Propst, Paul Ramshaw, Bill & Doris Rogers, Jane & Gerry Rickard, Nancy L. Ritch, Elizabeth Sly, Marilyn Smith, Judith Stephens, Pam Vetere, Nancy Vocci, Dan Wagner

Museums - Main Museum
Two new exhibits opened April 1st for the year entitled Here Comes the Bride and The World War II           Collections of Edgar Pohle. A total of 2,4471 visitors (7% decrease from                                              2004) and 755 children in groups 66% increase from 2004) toured the main museum during the year. This included eleven guided tours.
Bethel School 

This circa 1870 one-room school in Berlin Township is owned by Wayne County and has been opened to the public by the society since 1998. In 2005 it was the scene of monthly Open Houses on the first Sunday of June, July, August and September. Each Open House featured a special presentation: A “Quilt Trunk” by Mary Thumann and Jean Dewar; “Historical Artifacts of American Wars” by Karen Martin; “Music in the Small Country Schools” by Patricia Spoor; “Poetry from American Rural Schools” by Dorothy Kieff.  Open House attendance was good and audiences were very appreciative.  Bethel School was also opened for a group of 23 Graduate Students from East Stroudsburg University in October. Total attendance at Bethel School in 2005 was 752 individuals.  

J. B. Park Farm Museum
(see Education Committee report)

Old Stone Jail, Richard Kreitner, Chairman

Permission from the County Commissioners was again obtained to open this site to the public on the first Saturday of the months of June through September. A total of 465 visitors, $406.75 in donations, $741 in sales  recorded, and $87.20 in profit was donated to the County for the jail’s repairs. 

Museum Shop - Ron Brill, Manager
New items in the Museum Shop included reprint of the1872 Map of Honesdale, PA ; CD: The Glass Cottages of White Mills; 2005 tree ornament of Dick Smith’s Winter Wonderland House; books, The Children of Mother Murray's Mansion, The Memories of Margaret Murray Gartland, The Murray History, 1788-1935, Honesdale, Penna., Flood!, and reprint of History of Wayne County 1798 – 1998.
Our online shop at www.WayneHistoryPA.org continues to be updated and improved.

Oral History Committee – Judy Poltanis, Chairperson

The Oral History Committee has inventoried the entire Society’s Oral History Collection.  This collection has been accessioned into PastPerfect computer software.  Transcripts are available in printed or electronic form. Original tapes are filed with copies made available in the Research Library. Committee members include the following: Judy Poltanis, Sally Soden, Alice O'Neill, Judy Knash, and Sharon Robinson.  Interviews are being planned, but some reluctance is shown on part of the interviewees.  To overcome that problem, the Society’s release and prospective question lists are provided to individuals who wish to do their own oral history taping.  It is the committee's belief that preservation of the individual's recollections is more important than who the interviewer is.
Outreach and Community Involvement
The Society was an active member of the Delaware & Hudson Transportation Heritage Council, which is made up of sites/organizations along the former canal and gravity railroad.

Director Sally Talaga is a member of the Greater Honesdale Partnership’s Board of Directors, meeting monthly with the purpose of revitalizing downtown Honesdale and participating in several of their projects including the Arts & Heritage Festival during which a display of reproductions of Jennie Brownscombe’s art was loaned to Honesdale Deli.
This year’s class of Leadership Wayne was oriented to WCHS and given a guided tour of our main museum and Research Library by Director Sally Talaga.

Ann O’Hara and Gloria McCullough continued to submit to The Weekly Almanac the Looking Back column. Our last weekly radio show hosted by deWitt Broadcasting aired in July when the station was sold.
The Society was represented by Director Sally Talaga at Zane Grey Days at Lackawaxen, PA on July 16th and 17th, at a dinner reception for National Park Director Fran Mainella during her visit to the UDS & RR on July 23rd, and by President Ann O’Hara at Lake Ladore Senior Expo in Waymart.
WCHS contributed $3,000 to the Equinunk (PA) Historical Society for general operating expenses and hosted the annual meeting of Wayne County historical organizations and historians on December 6th.
Personnel Committee– Joe Kneller, Chairperson

Ellie Larson resigned on August 12 due a family health obligations and loyal volunteer Kay Stephenson replaced her as Receptionist.
Summer intern Lisa Dunn worked on Collections with Director Sally Talaga for sixty hours in July. Her stipend was funded by members’ donations.
Publications

The Newsletter Committee met monthly to plan, budget, and layout four issues under Judy Poltanis’s expertise in spite of increasing production costs.  The Society’s Board of Trustees voted to accept advertising in the newsletter  to offset some of the added costs. Two inserts into the same were entitled, Remembering Major David McKelvy Peterson, Honesdale's World War I Ace, by Albert G. Rutherford and 100th Anniversary Celebration of the Dime Bank, Then and Now, 1905-2005.
2004’s Annual Report was published  and mailed separately to the membership.
 For the thirteenth year in a row, the society chose sites and Marge Hook researched and wrote the text for the Honesdale National Bank’s historic calendar. 
Public Programs 
Librarian Gloria McCullough coordinated a spring bus trip to Boscobel and fall bus trip to FDR's residence and Vanderbilt Mansion, Hyde Park, NY
 

Eighty-three members and guests attended the Annual Fall Dinner and Fund Raiser on October 29th at The Settlers Inn, Hawley. After dinner, the Historic Preservation Awards and the People Who Make a Difference in Wayne County Agriculture Awards were given followed by a musical performance by Historic Notes. 
Gene Tagle chaired WCHS’s Speakers Bureau. Fifteen  programs were given to various groups on twelve topics. 
The Society and Dorflinger-Suydam Sanctuary jointly sponsored one program held at Dorflinger’s Blough Building, If Walls Could Talk: Tracing the History of Your Property.  A second program entitled, Colorful Characters in Wayne County was held it in our Research Library.
Staff  provided to researchers of the Center of Anti Slavery Studies, information about the underground railroad in Wayne County and hosted a local public meeting for the same.
 

 The first public showing to the docudrama of Jennie Brownscombe's life was at Honesdale High School on December 10th. This was the culmination of years of technical help the Society provided volunteer producers Donald & Ian Pugh.
 

Technology Committee – Carol Henry Dunn, Chairperson

The committee provided support to keep the ever-growing technology of the Society current and operational.  The Committee continues to strive to provide appropriate technology to further the mission of the Society to the best of our ability within the scope of our budget, and is researching and planning for the types of technology that will be used in the main museum and Library addition.    
Towpath to Trail Project - Grant Genzlinger, Chairperson

Spring flooding washed away a foot bridge on the lower half of the trail.

On June 19th, nineteen volunteers donated a total of fifteen-seven hours doing grounds work. The planning phase of this project progressed with the completion of historical architect John Bowie’s Historic Structure Report for Lock House 31 in September and Interpretive Plan for the same. 

The Greenway Plan’s Steering Committee was formed, began meeting, and hosted the August 15th meeting of the property owners under the leadership of Michael Wood of Woodland Designs. The majority of the owners were not receptive to the idea of extending the existing one mile of trail through their property.

By year’s end the project tragically lost two of its dedicated volunteers, Ed Rickert and Craig McGinnis. 
Volunteers – 

In addition to the Board of Trustees and staff the following volunteers recorded their donated time:

Joseph Adams, Clifford Ammerman, Richard Anke, Tom Atkinson, Jim Bader, Frank Barger, George Box,  C.R. Britton, Lois Brown, Rodney Brown III, Benjamin & Elizabeth Coleman, Doris Cook, Dan Corcoran, Daniel Corcoran, Sarah & Thomas Dein, Elizabeth Dennis, Jean Dewar, Geralyn Diamond, Lawrence Domonkos, Bill Dunn, Dave Edwards, Michael, Kimberly, Katy & Mike Fisch, Tom Fives, Margaret Gaardsmoe, Grant Genzlinger, Sarah George, Schuyler Grant, Louis Gruber, Arlene Hawker, Harold & Dorothy Hawley, Kay Heberling, Burt & Doris Henry, Joe & Marge Hook, Millie Kellam, Maureen Kjetsaa, Dorothy Kieff, Mary & Harold Kimble, Mary Kipp, Marilyn Kneeland, John “Grower” Knash, Heinz Krause, Dick Kreitner, Lewis Lee, Barbara Lewis, Joseph Lindner, Joan Litzenbauer, Hank Loftus, Janet Loring, Gloria McCullough, Craig McGinnis, Theodore & Linda Malakin, Bill Mamber, William McAllister, Kathryn Meagher, Jet & Bob Mermell, Rolf Moeller, William & Joyce Morgan, Pauline Norman & children, John Peper, Jeanne Petta, Edward Rickard, Sharon Robinson, Doris Rogers, Paula Roos, Albert Rutherford, Herman Rutsch, Dolly Schlieff, Floyd Schnakenberg, Alice Scott, Jo Ann Seiler, Don Smith, Roxanne Smith, Barbara Smyth, Sally Eno Soden, Leroy & Patricia Spoor, Bethany & Rose Stachowiak, Mimi Steffen, Kay Stephenson, Dorothea Szczesniak, Pip Tagle, Paul Talaga, Mary Thumann, Joseph Verrastro Jr., Frank Ward, Jerry & Pat Williams, Dorothy & Mark Zimmer

In-kind donations were received from the following businesses:

Beach Lake Mat Service

Bulldog Maintenance Co., Inc.
Himalayan International Institute
Litzenbauer Enterprises

The deWit Media Group

The Settlers Inn
St. Clair Graphics, Inc.

Varcoe Printing House
Prepared by Sally Talaga, Director
