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2000 - 2001 Board of Trustees

Harry Hillier - President

Ann O’Hara - 1st Vice-President
Carol Henry Dunn - 2nd Vice-President
Margaret Steffen – Secretary
Robert Knash - Treasurer

Grant Genzlinger – Immediate Past President

Frank Barger

Rodney Brown 

John Garrah
Frances Gruber
Calvin Holbert Marjorie Murphy

Dorothy Samson

Sally Eno Soden
Gene Tagle
David Wacker

Staff

Sally Talaga - Director

Gloria McCullough - Research Librarian

Doris Cook, Erica Costanino, and Joyce Miller - Receptionists/Museum Shop Sales

Marsha Austin – Janitor

Board of Trustees Changes – Margaret Steffen was elected to fill a vacant chair. Due to term limits specified in the bylaws Grant Genzlinger could not run again in May for President. John Villaume chose not to run for reelection and Clinton Leet resigned for health reasons.

Buildings and Grounds Committee- Harry Hillier, Chairman

McKissick Associates completed schematic plans and model for a two-story addition to the rear of the existing main museum/library building. Adequate space for the research library and exhibits, public programming, climate controlled storage for museum/library collections, and labor and industry requirements were all addressed in the planned addition estimated to cost $500,000.

Collections Committee - Marjorie Murphy, Chairperson

After a collections processing workstation was created in the basement of the Torrey building, the Map Collection and large documents were pressed, some encapsulated, and placed in the library’s flat case. One hundred seventy-three new accessions were received and processed via computer.  The Jennie Brownscombe, Coverlet, Cut Glass, Lighting, Time Keeping, Torrey, and Weston Stoneware Collections were catalogued via the same. 

The Woman’s Club of Honesdale funded the archival matting and framing of eight donated Jennie Brownscombe prints, which then were exhibited. 

The restoration of the LASB wooden snowplow continued during good weather.
Education Committee - Sally Eno Soden, Chairperson

For the third year in a row the Society organized the Wayne County Heritage Trail project in which 169 fourth graders of Lakeside School visited eight County interpreted historic sites. One of Dave Wacker and Pip Tagle’s eighth grade classes researched, prepared curriculum materials, and were docents at the sites.
Lakeside School’s third grade (169 students) toured the main museum for first time as part of their year’s theme, community.

Marywood University Arts Administration major, Kathleen Osterhaus spent sixty hours fulfilling a summer internship requirement at the main museum/library.

Financial Committee – Robert Knash, Chairman

Endowment Fund - Mosinee Paper Corp. stock with a fair market value of $10,700 was anonymously donated to the fund. Two new life membership fees, and a $300 donation were deposited. By year’s end the total market value of the fund was $127,917.46, a 10.3% increase in one year.

2005 Addition Fund – This account was opened for the purpose of receiving and investing the funds donated toward the addition to the main museum/library to be built in 2005. By year’s end the total market value was $10,423.37.

Grant Received (not mentioned elsewhere in this report) – A $10,000 County appropriation was matched by a $10,000 General Operating Support Grant from the Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission.  Due to the State shifting the grant cycle $20,000 was actually received in 2000.

Fund Raising - John Garrah, Chairman

A five-year fund raising plan was written and accepted by the board of trustees to raise the funds necessary to build the addition to the main museum/library. The first two steps of the plan (obtain board pledges and solicit help from former trustees) were completed by year’s-end.

Members donated beyond their dues a total $3,015 for general operating support. 

The following businesses contributed a total of $5,340 for general operating support:

A. M. Skier Insurance; Art’s for Him & Her; Atty. Lothar Holbert; Atty. Scott B. Bennett; B & B Dodge;

Cherry Ridge Veterinary Clinic; Citizens Savings Association; Community Bank & Trust Co.; Dirlam Brothers Lumber Co.; Double W Ranch; William Davis M.D.; William R. Dewar III M.D.; Matthew Kuber M.D.; Dr. Edward L. Murray; Harry Propst M.D.; Dr. Leonard Weiss; Glinsky’s Drug Store; Hessling Funeral Home; Highlights for Children; Honesdale Consolidated Water Company; Keen Lake Camping; Lakewood Oil Company; Lukan’s Farm Resort; Mallard Meadows Residential Center; McDonald’s of Honesdale; Nationwide Insurance - The Meagher Agency; Nature’s Grace; News-Eagle; PPL Utilities; REMAX of Wayne County; Robert G. Turano Nationwide Insurance; Ron Lenz Heating & Air Conditioning; Rogers-Olver-Polley; Scott N. Leet Insurance Agency; Settlers Inn; Smith Barney Portfolio Management Group; Sunrise Market; The Inn at Starlight Lake; Timely Treasures Antiques; Top Notch Distributors; Towne House Dinner; Wayne County Ford; Woodloch Pines Resort

Historic Preservation - Rodney Brown, Chairperson
In its eight year the Historic Preservation Awards Program recognized the following projects/individuals:

Berlin Township Community Center; G. H. Hovagimyan and Joyce Castleberry for the restoration of the Galilee Post Office & its adaptive reuse; Martha and Francisco Franco, Lisa and Rembert Meszler for revitalization of 1023 Main Street, Honesdale; Shehawken Lake Association for their 2000/2001 calendar; James Kundratic for Howetown Farm Show and other preservation efforts; Mary Curtis for her work in establishing Equinunk, Milanville, and Damascus National Historic Districts; and Linus Myers for his research and rehanging of Wayne County lawyers’ portraits in the Court House.

As required by the National Preservation Act of 1966, section 106, the Society was a consulting party in the mitigation with the Federal Bureau of Prisons for the proposed U.S. penitentiary site in Canaan Township.

Library Committee - Ann O’Hara, Chairperson

Throughout the year several volunteers have kept up the indexing of obituaries and many of the surnames that appeared in The Wayne Independent, The News Eagle,  and The Weekly Almanac via computer.  

Wayne County tax records for the years 1930 through 1935 were microfilmed and made available.

Under the aegis of this committee the Wayne County Genealogy Group met monthly, January through October.  Attendance at the meetings averaged 18 to 20.  In addition the group visited 30 cemeteries. 

Librarian Gloria McCullough formalized efforts to identify church records within the county by hosting a tea for Wayne County clergy. A tour of the main museum and library holdings was followed by a discussion of the importance of church records and their preservation to researchers.

Trustee Mimi Steffen is compiling a database of former Wayne County teachers from various sources, which by year-end contained 3,980 entries.

Use of the research library during the year was recorded by 613 people (17% decrease from 1999).

Membership Committee - Kit Barger, Chairman

There were 122 new members in 2000.

Outreach and Community Involvement
The Society was an active member of the Delaware & Hudson Transportation Heritage Council, which is made up of over eleven sites/organizations along the former canal and gravity railroad.

The Society was represented in the Greater Honesdale Partnership, which meets throughout the year 

with the purpose of revitalizing downtown Honesdale and Wayne Industrial Development Corporation’s (WIDCO) Economic Summit.

The annual get together of all historic organizations within the county was hosted by the Society to improve communication and offer technical assistance.

A weekly 15-minute Sunday morning local radio show was anchored by Trustee Ann O’Hara and the Society’s web page went on line with mail and phone order capability.

Librarian Gloria McCullough and Trustee Grant Genzlinger gave a program at the Hawley Public Library on the role photography plays in preserving local history.  Gloria and Trustee Ann O’Hara gave a second program on the importance of including family stories in your genealogy. 

The Society cosponsored Commonwealth Speaker Lance Metz’s program entitled, The Folklife of Pennsylvania’s Last Towpath Canal.

The Society participated in the Honesdale and Hawley Memorial Day parades, the Annual Canal Festival in Easton, PA. and PennDOT’s Trails Symposium. 

Personnel – Rodney Brown, Chairperson

Changes - Joyce Miller was hired in February to fill receptionist/museum shop sales position created by Joan Monaghan’s resignation due to family obligations.  Honesdale High School student Erica Costantino was employed through the Summer JTPA Program.

Honor – Librarian Gloria McCullough was recognized by the Upper Delaware Heritage Alliance

for her outstanding contribution to the Preservation and Appreciation of the Heritage Of the Upper Delaware Valley in expanding the programs of the Society 
Continuing Education – Director Sally Talaga attended a two-day conference in Allentown entitled  Interpretive Planning for Heritage Tourism: Creating Memorable Experiences and a three-day course in Cooperstown, NY, Storytelling and the Curriculum.

Publications

Four informative issues of the Society’s newsletter were published with the editorial and layout expertise of Trustee Gene Tagle. These contained the following supplements: The Story of Congregation Beth Israel by Harry Hochstadt, Wayne County’s Pioneer Teachers by Carol Henry Dunn, and Jennie Augusta Brownscombe, 1850–1936 by Christine San Jose. The second Annual Report to the membership was published and mailed with the winter newsletter. For the eighth year in a row, the Society chose sites and provided text for the Honesdale National Bank’s historic calendar. Previous calendars were reprinted in Connections Magazine. Style 1900, a national Arts and Craft journal, included a vase from the Honesdale Decorating Company Collection and an article on the same.
Public Programs and Museums’ Exhibitions
Librarian Gloria McCullough coordinated the June 13 bus trip to Jim Thorpe and the September 16  visit to Canawler’s Day 2000 in High Falls, NY.

Genealogy Fair – One hundred and one attendees and eleven other historical organizations participated in the second fair organized by the Society, which included four speakers and two workshops.
The Society played a major role in the planning and execution of the Wayne County Arts & Heritage Festival on October 7 & 8. The following Society events were offered for the public’s enjoyment:
Honesdale’s Irving Cliff - a gradual hike up and down the cliff with illustrated historic talk

Glen Dyberry Comes Alive – a guided walking tour of the cemetery 

Guided Walking Tours of Commercial District and North Main Street, Honesdale

Jennie Brownscombe Slide Show 
Wayne County Quilt Show

Seventy members and guests attended the Annual Fall Dinner. After dinner, the Historical Preservation Award recipients were named and a talk entitled Judges of Wayne County, 1850-2000 was given by Linus Myers

New exhibits in the main museum included:

Jennie Brownscombe: Wayne County’s Own which was complemented by 

Tea with Jennie Brownscombe, including a gallery talk by Christine San Jose

School Days: Remembering Wayne County’s Schoolhouses, in the Reed Case

Showcase 2000, which included the following collections: Coverlet, Cut Glass, Lighting, Time Keeping, Torrey, and Weston Stoneware 

The Society held a Holiday Open House in the main museum/library on December 8th. 

A total of 2,587 visitors (17% increase from 1999) and 512 children in groups (13% increase from 1999) toured the main museum during the year.

Bethel School, a one-room country school in Berlin Township, hosted an Open House on the first Sundays of June, July, August, September and on October 8th. A teacher reenactment was performed at each event. Family and class reunion groups as well as two continuing education classes also visited the school. The site was included in the Wayne County Heritage Trail. The total attendance was 507.

The Wayne County Community Foundation awarded a $500 grant for material to recreate an outhouse on the Bethel School property.  Wallenpaupack Area High School students will provide the labor. 

Volunteers staffed the J. B. Park Farm Museum for eight hours a day during fair week and 3,419 people (15% drop from 1999) toured this building located on the Wayne County Fair Grounds. This site is also included on the Wayne County Heritage Trail, described above in the Education Committee section.  

Shop

New items in the Museum Shop were reproductions of the 1860 and 1872 Wayne County’s Township maps; three reproductions from the Weston Stoneware Collection; 2000 limited edition 3-D ornament; Jennie Brownscombe reproductions on notepaper, postcards, and magnets; four color postcards of two Weston Stoneware Collection pieces, exterior of the main museum/library, and Bethel School; locally hand made soap; CD and audio cassette entitled Fiddlin’ Around.

MasterCard and VISA are now accepted for purchases. Partial computerization of receipts/shop sales was accomplished.

Towpath to Trail Committee - Grant Genzlinger, Chairperson

The processing of required environmental documents by PennDOT and Federal Highway Administration, and the subdivision of the parcel by the owner delayed the project for the entire year. The Society was awarded $123,000 Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21) Grant in 1999 to purchase  the former William Selberg property (includes ten acres and a canal era building adjacent to the one mile of former D & H Canal that the Society already owns west of Hawley). A $15,000 PA DCED Grant through Rep. Jerry Birmelin and $5,600 Community Environmental Project Grant through Wayne Conservation District were obtained. The Antique Dealers Assoc. of Wayne County, Pike County, PA & Sullivan County, NY made a $500 donated toward this project.
Volunteers – In addition to the Board of Trustees and staff the following volunteer donated their time:

Clifford Ammerman; Marsha Austin; Jim Bader; John Bartron; Doris Batson; Bonnie Beers; Ed Buckmaster; Ken & Betty Bunnell; Pauline Cortez; Kay Crandall; Richard Daniels; Jerelyn Diamond; William Dunn; Richard Eldred; Thomas Fives; Wilma Fuchs; Sue Graziadio; Jean Gruber; Margaret Gaardsmoe; Arlene Hawker; Frank & Sally Heath; Burton & Doris Henry; Elaine Hillier; Kuni Holbert; Joe & Marge Hook; Tom Howell; Ed Kahn; Dorothy Kieff; John “Grower” Knash; Richard Kreitner; Clinton Leet; Bernadine Lennon; Paul & Catherine Liptak; Janet Loring; Charles Marion; Lynn & Norma Mead; Kathleen Meagher; Olga Mitcko; Dick Monaghan; William & Joyce Morgan; Shari Morris; Linus Myers; Judson Noble; Kathleen Osterhaus; Jeanne Petta; Don Pfeufer; Judy Poltanis; Bill & Doris Rogers; Avis Rolston; Louise & Lion Roney; Ab & Sally Rutherford; Christine San Jose; Dolly Schleiff; Floyd Schnakenberg; Ann Schweighofer; Ruth & William Seland; Andrew & Cathy Smith; Barbara Smyth; Gary Swartz Jr. & Sr.; Dorothea & Orest Szczesniak; Laura & Paul Talaga; Jon Tandy; Marge Treat; Donald Wacker; Jerry Williams; Mark & Dorothy Zimmer  

In-kind donations were received from the following businesses:

Bulldog Maintenance Company; Castek's Floral Shop; Kellam’s Garage; LaBar Computer Services; The deWit Media Group; and Varcoe Printing

Prepared by Sally Talaga, Director 
